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1, IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF A, AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN AT STATE DEPT
BEING KEPT INFORMED STATUS SEARCH EFFORTS FOR MISSING C-123 NUMBER
293, IN VIEW PARA 5 REF A, BOTH HQS AND STATE CONCERNED WITA POSSIBLE
 REPERCUSSIONS SHOULD MRS, TOWNLEY BECOME DISSATISFIED WITH HANDLING
" THIS CASE. IN VIEW PRESS SPECULATION THAT AIRCRAFT wAs SHOT DOWN
BY CHICOMS ALONG 'CHINA ROAD, IT'POSSIBLEiMRS TOWNLEYIS LAWYER

<0R OTHER REPRESENTATIVES MAY APPROACH WHITE HOUSE WITH REQUEST THAT

——
PRESIDENT NIXON RAISE THIS MATTER..WITH_ CHICOMS DU_RII\_G HIS VISIT TO

CHINA TO DETERMINE WH.ETH’ER PLANE WAS SHOT DOWN AND WHETHER CREW

e v
-~ e o

. KILLED OR TAKEN PRISONER i SUCH" APPROACH ALSO COULD BE ACCOMPANIED

BY SUFF ICIENT PRESS PUBLICITY TO CAUSE SOME EMBARRASSMENT TO

ADMINISTRATION ON EVE OI‘ PRESIDENT 'S TRIP TO CHINA
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2, ; WHILE THERE NO INDICATION THAT MRS, TOWNLEY CONSIDERING

SUCH.‘ACTION s AND CAREFUL HANDLING OF MATTER SHOULD PRECLUDE

1T, REQUEST STATION AND[:::::i:]BE ALERT TO HER REACTION AND POSSIBLE
_INTENTIONS, PLS.ADVISE WHAT FACTS SHE AND OTHER NEXT OF KIN OR |

REPRESENTATIVES HAVE BEEN TOLD CONCERNING LOSS OF AIRCRAFT AND

. ,,..._....._....,—..,—-_......,,_.

 SEARCH ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE 1T, ADVISE IF NEXT OF KIN OF CREW MEMBERS

ey ———————

: I-ADVISED FHAT AIRCRAFT CARRYING AMMUNITION. MAY HAVE BEEN SHOT DOWN BY
e

CHICOMS AND THAT SEARCH NOW DISCONTINU'“‘D PLS KEEP US INFORMED

k .THRU' REPORTING RE REF C, OF FUTURE SEARCH ATTEMPTS AND WHAT
‘IS BEING TOLD NEXT OF KIN, AS WELL AS RI}ACTION OF NEXT OF KIN, AND

.'YOUR EVALUATION OF THEIR PROBABLE - COURSE OF ACTION,
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